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through our borders and do whatever
they want? Dammit, that is wrong.

Think about our communities. Think
about our children. Think about our
grandchildren, who are going to have
to suffer the consequences of these rad-
ical Democratic policies. They have
proven that not only do they not care
about our institutions, but they do not
care about our laws or protecting our
great America. God help us.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank Dr.
VAN DREW. I appreciate it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS), my friend,
and also fellow cochair of the House
Border Security Caucus.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman (Mr. BABIN), my colleague
on the House Border Security Caucus.

Mr. Speaker, you have heard a lot
about numbers today. I want to just
tell you a little bit about some of the
faces and individuals. I have been from
the Rio Grande Valley to San Diego,
and back again, this year. I get down
to the border incredibly often; just
down again last week, down two weeks
before that, down a few weeks before
that. And that is kind of way I live, be-
cause I live in Arizona and it is af-
fected and it is impacted.

I was down in RGV, the Rio Grande
Valley, and you can go there in the
area of La Jolla. And you sit at the
river, the Rio Grande River runs, and
you can go and you wait—this little
fork in the road. We parked the car. I
had a CBP agent with me, had a couple
Members of Congress. It is nighttime.
We are looking out and we see about 40
people literally emerging from the
river. They are dressed great.

But you know what? Most of them
are kids under age 14, I would guess. A
little girl 7 years old, she is with her
brother, 5. There is no mom. There is
no dad. There is no aunt or uncle.
There is no one there to take care of
them. The coyote brought them across
the river and deposited them.

Do you know what would happen in
the United States for us who are citi-
zens, who are legally here, if we had a
4-, 5-, 6-, T-year-old child and we put
that child in the hands of a criminally-
violent person? That is what a coyote
is; they are working for the cartels.
And we sewed into their britches a
name and a phone number, or a city.
We put that child there; and then we
were up in Detroit, or LA, or Phoenix.
And that coyote, the person we gave
that child to, then turned the child
over to the Border Patrol to reunite
with us.

Upon reunification, we would be
charged with child abuse. But our gov-
ernment is the logistics arm of the car-
tel, and we don’t do that. We reunite
that child and we allow that mom and
that child to remain in the United
States of America and we don’t bring
criminal charges. And we don’t remove
from this country. Instead, we release
with all the benefits of our social wel-
fare safety net, our education system,
our healthcare, the free phones, the
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housing—all of that. That is what we
do.

And down in Yuma, just recently,
how about this, I am standing there
with some of my friends. We are stand-
ing literally next to the fence. But the
fence ends, and there is a space of sev-
eral hundred yards. And literally, we
are getting pictures of us standing in
front of this hole in the fence.

Here comes a fellow. He is walking
up, and so we stop and talk to him.
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Where are you from? Cuba. Where
were you before that? I came from Rus-
sia. I went from Cuba to Russian and
then I went to Spain and then to
France and then to Mexico City, and
then I got myself to Mexicali. I took a
bus from Mexicali to Yuma—actually,
Los Algodones, which is right across
the border, and he walks dry across the
dregs of that point of the Colorado
River.

I say: What are you doing here? 1
want to be in America. He wanted to be
an American.

We say: Well, why don’t you sit right
here? There is water. There is a station
where you can clean yourself up a little
bit. Border Patrol is going to be along
in just a second.

That person is not an economic ref-
ugee. There is no credible fear. He is
traveling and wants to come to the
United States of America.

Do you know what is going to happen
to him if they don’t title 42 him, which
they are not doing many title 42s any-
more? He is probably already in the
country somewhere. That is where that
fellow is. He was an engaging fellow,
but, nonetheless, illegally in this coun-
try.

Mr. BABIN. I thank my good friend
from Arizona. Mr. Speaker, how much
time do I have left?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 90 seconds re-
maining.

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friends for bringing attention to this
unbelievably important issue. Every
one of us, as well as my colleagues who
couldn’t be here tonight, could talk
about this crisis for days. Since our
time is limited, I want to close with
this.

Our very existence as a democratic
republic, as a nation, hangs in the bal-
ance. The overwhelming majority of
Americans reject the idea of mass am-
nesty. The border crisis, including the
abuse, assault, drug trafficking, abduc-
tion, danger, murder, fraud, and death
that comes along with it will only get
worse.

We cannot afford to risk the lives of
migrants or Americans by granting a
mass amnesty. We will continue to
fight against this for as long as we
need to.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. RoYy) for 30
minutes.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend from Texas for holding this time
with my colleagues to talk about what
is going on at our southern border and
talk about how important it is that we
do something about it.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend from
Arizona for his steadfast leadership on
border issues. I know that the gen-
tleman was squeezing in some time
there, and I am happy to engage in col-
loquy or yield him some time to con-
tinue to talk about this important
issue, if he would like.

One thing that I noticed you were
saying in the time from my friend from
Texas, you were talking about being
down at the border, being next to the
fence, a fence that works, by the way,
where it is up, and then there is a hole
or an unfinished fence or where the
fence ends.

I noticed that my friend from Ari-
zona was recently standing next to a
large pile of metal, steel. I wondered if
he might describe for the American
people what you were standing next to
so they can understand what is actu-
ally happening.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS).

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Texas for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I was standing next to
many piles—I couldn’t even fit them
into the camera shot—of bollard fenc-
ing panels taller than me, $2 million
worth of those bollard fences right
there.

A little further down from where we
were, there is another set of bollard
fencing, but they aren’t welded to-
gether yet. They are not panels yet.
They are getting stolen, by the way.

Where we were was by the temporary
headquarters of the contractors who
were there to put up the fence. You
know what? They keep going to work
every day. You know why they keep
going to work every day? They got a
contract, and they are getting paid to
go there. But they can’t put the fence
up because President Biden says you
can’t put the fence up.

Mr. ROY. I think there is a theme for
this administration, and this adminis-
tration’s theme is paying people not to
work. In this case, they are paying peo-
ple not to build a fence, despite the
fact that the taxpayers of this country
have paid for a fence that would actu-
ally do the job of stopping the flow of
people who want to come across this
country and, in many cases, bringing
fentanyl, bringing dangerous narcotics,
harming the American people, and
harming themselves. Yet, we can solve
the problem but refuse to.

Mr. BIGGS. That is exactly right.
Think about this, too. It is inhumane,
right, because we entice people to come
here, and we know that the cartels,
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they control. I can’t emphasize this
enough. I was startled when I heard
this. The cartels control every person
coming across the border.

Let me tell you what that fellow
from Cuba, the Cuban national, said to
me. He said: Look, I will wait here for
the Border Patrol to come pick me up.
Will I be molested while I wait?

Think of that. What kind of country
are we that we entice people to come
here, and they put themselves in the
hands of some of the most ruthless
criminal gangsters ever.

There are two internecine wars going
on between the Gulf Cartel and the
Sinaloa Cartel right now. The brutality
is phenomenal. It helps you to know
that they are not humane. These peo-
ple that are coming over are paying
$700 in the Haitian group, most $4,000
to $7,000. They are putting their lives
in the hands of these very violent
criminals.

Mr. ROY. Would it surprise the gen-
tleman from Arizona that one of the
reasons that the Haitians got a dif-
ferent deal was they came up through
Del Rio and they did so purposefully?
Why did they target Del Rio, you
might ask?

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle are clearly sitting over here
inquisitive, with their interest of what
is happening at the border. While they
continue to advance policies that cre-
ate an open border, they don’t seem to
actually care about the open border be-
cause I haven’t seen any of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
when I go down to the border.

In fact, the last one I remember
going down to the border was my col-
league from New York who went down
wearing a pantsuit, standing outside of
a fence doing a photo-op, crying about
kids in cages—cages created by the
Democratic administration, indeed, to
try to deal with the fact that we had so
many people coming in across the bor-
der. Yet, it was fake. It was staged.
And then they lied about kids drinking
out of toilets.

The actual reality on the ground at
the border is dead migrants. I am sure
my friend from Arizona knows of dead
migrants in Arizona because we got
dead migrants in Texas. So my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
who pat themselves on the back for
how compassionate they are about mi-
grants and Brown people, go talk to
the Brown people in south Texas about
what they are seeing and what they are
finding. Talk to the ranchers.

I would love to hear if you have simi-
lar experiences. The ranchers who find
a migrant either dead or dying from
the heat and exhaustion, seek to get
them water, call 911 to get them help,
try to help their fellow human being.
They are dealing with that.

A hundred bodies in Brooks County,
Texas, stacking up this year. Body
trailers. The sheriff down there has to
deal with this. $3,000 per body for au-
topsy. $5,000 per body for burial be-
cause they can’t get the families.
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Where are my colleagues? Where are
our colleagues on the other side of the
aisle? Going around trumpeting and
talking about how their policies of
open borders are great for migrants.
Well, say that to the dead migrants.

I assume my colleague from Arizona
has seen similar stories.

Mr. BIGGS. That is correct. We have
seen it all along the border, whether it
is Arizona, Texas, the New Mexico
boot, California. The heat is so great,
except for right there at San Diego, but
it is even hot there. When it gets 120
degrees in the desert and they are com-
ing across, they got one gallon of water
that they got somewhere along the
pike, and that is it. It is unrelenting,
unremitting heat. We see this.

Here is another question. You got it
in Del Rio?

Mr. ROY. Yes.

Mr. BIGGS. And that was not or-
ganic?

Mr. ROY. No.

Mr. BIGGS. It was organized. It was
organized.

Down in southern Mexico right now,
you have a group of 95,000-plus forming
up, mostly Haitians forming up, wait-
ing. They have announced that this
Sunday is their departure date. We
think a good share is going to go to
Yuma this time because we have a 7-
mile gap in our fencing down there.

Mr. ROY. As my friend from Arizona
knows full well, the cause of this is the
purposeful and willful disregard for en-
forcing the laws of the United States at
our border. Our laws actually require
the enforcement of the law at the bor-
der.

The Secretary of Homeland Security
is willfully disregarding, for example,
as my friend knows, the Secure Fence
Act, which among its provisions passed
in this body on this floor is to guar-
antee that we have operational control
of the border. That is law.

The Secretary of Homeland Security
literally stood in Del Rio, looking at
individuals standing in America, going
back across the Rio Grande and buying
tacos, bringing them back over and
selling them to Haitians on American
soil. He saw it with his own eyes. He
turned to the cameras, and said: Our
border is secure.

He looked at the American people
and lied, just like the White House
press secretary lied when she said Bor-
der Patrol agents were whipping Hai-
tians when what they were doing was
actually trying to do their job that the
President of the United States and the
Secretary of Homeland Security is pur-
posefully, willfully trying to deny
them the ability to do.

Would my friend agree?

Mr. BIGGS. I agree with you 100 per-
cent. If they would enforce our law, we
wouldn’t need to be standing here. We
had the Attorney General today come
in.

Mr. ROY. We did.

Mr. BIGGS. We asked him some
pointed questions. How many prosecu-
tions? Is it still illegal? Yes, it is still
illegal to come into the country.
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Are you prosecuting anybody? Well, 1
suspect the answer is, no, they are not
prosecuting anybody, but they are not
detaining anybody either. The law,
under title 8, says you must detain un-
less there is some legal exemption from
detention.

The vast majority that are coming
across, the Haitians—we heard about
10,000 to 12,000 that Secretary
Mayorkas admitted to. They only re-
moved 2,000, and the real number was
between 26,000 and 30,000 that actually
flowed through Del Rio, Mr. RoOY.

What happened to the other 20-some-
odd thousand? Well, they are now re-
leased into the interior of the United
States of America. That is what is hap-
pening. This catch and release program
is another contravention of our law.

Mr. ROY. Isn’t it a perversion of our
law for the administration to tell the
world: Come to the United States.
Claim asylum.

Let’s be clear. This is what is hap-
pening almost explicitly. The adminis-
tration is saying to the world: Come to
the border of the United States. Claim
asylum. We know and you know and
every everybody knows well over 90
percent of you do not have a valid
claim for asylum.

They are seeking economic benefit.
They are seeking jobs. God bless them.
I would, too. I have no problem with
their desire to come here. But the rule
of law matters.

You have an administration saying:
Come on here. Claim asylum. What we
will do is we will parole you. What does
parole mean? Oh, well, you can just
come in here and you can work. You
can have a job. You can get benefits.
And we will just pretend you are going
to come back under notice to appear or
notice to report. Or we are not going to
parole you. We are just going to send
you out, and say, notice to appear or
notice to report. Oh, by the way, we
might just release you and not give
you a notice to appear or notice to re-
port, and we just are going to let those
numbers flow into the United States of
America.

Mr. Speaker, 1.7 million apprehen-
sions this year; 300,000 or 400,000 got-
aways this year; hundreds of dead mi-
grants along the Rio Grande.

Where are my colleagues? Where are
they? They have a duty under the Con-
stitution, a sworn oath to uphold the
Constitution to enforce the laws of the
United States, and the administration.
Here in Congress, this Chamber is MIA
in holding the administration account-
able to do their job, and I would like to
know why.

Mr. BIGGS. When you say that, I am
reminded of the surge of 2019. That
surge in 2019 happened. I know you
went down to the border multiple
times.

Mr. ROY. Yes.

Mr. BIGGS. I went down to the bor-
der multiple times. I took codels down
to the border so folks could see how
bad it was. That was my President.

Mr. ROY. Yes.
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Mr. BIGGS. You know what? He was
trying to enact policies to stop that.
They brought lawsuits to prevent stop-
ping that.

Now that their administration has
basically adopted an open borders pol-
icy, a dangerous policy for the people
coming across, a national security
issue for us, a national security threat
for us, it is crickets?

Mr. ROY. What were those policies
that President Trump and his adminis-
tration put in place to actually secure
the borders of the United States in
2019?

Mr. BIGGS. There are several. Title
42 came along a little bit later, though.
The most effective were the remain in
Mexico policy and the agreements with
the Northern Triangle states. There
were no incentives in these care pack-
ages that came along of $1,400 every
time anybody came in illegally.

He started building the fence. He
stopped the catch and release. He
ramped up the due process speed. He
tried to get those folks with the false
asylum claims in, get them due proc-
ess, and get them removed. He was ac-
tually removing people who had re-
moval orders.

We got 1.2 million people who had
due process with removal orders in this
country today, and this administration
has told the ICE officers: Don’t go out
and find them. Don’t enforce those re-
movals.

O 1815

Those policies were actually work-
ing, and title 42 when that came in,
that finished it off.

But do you know what you had most
of all, Mr. Speaker?

You had a President who said: Do not
come, you are not welcome.

Mr. ROY. Right. You are not wel-
come to come here illegally, and you
are not welcome to flout our laws. You
are welcome to come here and follow
our laws that we have in place for peo-
ple who come here legally.

There is a waiting list, by the way.

What do you say to the people who
are waiting?

Don’t worry about it. Let all these
other folks come in and just walk
through or cross the Rio Grande endan-
gering themselves, endangering Border
Patrol, not providing resources to the
Border Patrol to do their job, so they
are the ones left hanging, dealing with
COVID, not having resources, being
alone at midnight with no cell signal,
no ability to talk on the radio, and no
ability to move their car up and down
the Rio Grande River.

I have got a bill with my friend,
HENRY CUELLAR, to have navigable
roads and a fence along the river.

Why won’t Speaker PELOSI bring that
bipartisan bill to the floor of the
United States House of Representa-
tives?

It is for one reason and one reason
only: Democrats want a political tool.
They want the political reality of a
wide-open border. There is zero other
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defense for what Democrats are doing,
instead of actually doing what it takes
to secure the border of the United
States.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, when you
think about it, in 2018 we swore in
830,000 new U.S. citizens. In 2019 it was
about 800,000. That is kind of where it
sits every year.

I had a young man who worked for
me; his family were immigrants from
Mexico. Thirteen years it took for
them to get citizenship—13 years. And
if they would have crossed the border
illegally with the current Democrat
plan, they would have gotten amnesty.

Mr. Speaker, think about that. Good
friends of ours, our neighbors, same sit-
uation, 12, 14 years to get citizenship.

And do you know what, Mr. Speaker?
I have to get back to this caravan that
is coming up.

Mr. Speaker, what do you think
95,000 people will do to a town of Del
Rio’s size, which I think is 30,000,
36,000, something like that; or Yuma
which is a town the size of 80,000; or
how about the town of Douglass; or
Naco, about 3,000; or Douglass, about
15,0007

What happens when they come in
there?

We don’t have facilities. They get
processed and released. That is what
happens.

Mr. ROY. That is what happens. They
get processed and released. And then,
Mr. Speaker, when you have migrants
who are coming in between the ports of
entry and they come across ranches
and ranchers come across them or they
die in the desert, then they are left
having to deal with the body. They are
left having to go and have a coroner
come and do the autopsy. They have to
have, like the gentleman said, body
trailers coming down there.

Mr. Speaker, you can’t make this up.
I just want to know: Do my Democrat
colleagues think we are making this
up?

They may not know because the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security sure as
heck isn’t coming down and explaining
this to us.

I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, we are
not having a debate here on the floor of
the House about anything at all much
less our border.

Oh, we have time to have political
show trials. We have time to have a
subpoena by a sham commission in
which you wouldn’t even put on the
ranking member of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, Mr. Speaker. You wouldn’t
even put on my friends, KELLY ARM-
STRONG, JIM BANKS, no, we can’t do
that. So we are going to have a show
trial, we are going to come out here,
and we are going to have political the-
ater.

But we are not going to do a doggone
thing about migrants dying and Texans
dying from fentanyl overdoses.

Why don’t we talk about the danger
of fentanyl?

Oh, no, we don’t want to talk about
that. Everybody over here has a steak
dinner they have to go eat tonight.
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Why don’t we talk about the fact
that there was a high-profile Texas
Longhorns football player, today they
put out a statement, the family,
sadly—Jake Ehlinger, the brother of
the former Longhorns quarterback
Sam Ehlinger—in a statement Thurs-
day the Ehlinger family says they
learned Jake accidentally overdosed
May 6 from what is believed to be the
prescription antianxiety medication
Xanax laced with fentanyl.

Well, do you know what, Mr. Speak-
er, and to all my colleagues who are
not in this Chamber, that is a story
that is happening every day in America
across this country: 100,000 people dead,
dead in this country because of wide-
open borders, with China putting out
this synthetic garbage and putting it
into the system, and our children are
dying. And the Democratic Party, the
people leading this Chamber are MIA.
They don’t care about you, and they
don’t care about the American people.
They only care about crass political
use of the border to advance a racial
identity agenda.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman is right, 100 percent. Mr. Speak-
er, think about the drug trafficking
right now. When the cartels want to
bring in drugs, they flood a zone. Del
Rio, they put all the Haitians there.

Mr. Speaker, 224 miles of border went
unprotected—unprotected—for 8 days.
They had cameras, but they didn’t
have any bodies to go arrest these peo-
ple bringing the drugs in. We have got
places in Arizona for 62 miles with ab-
solutely the only fencing being a vehi-
cle barrier. We have got people coming
in who are going through mountains.

We have mountains filled with scouts
watching and telling these drug car-
riers where they are coming in. They
come on up, they pop out on Interstate
8 and the intersection of Interstate 10
just south of Phoenix. It is the number
one drug trafficking corridor in the
country. They spit this stuff out all
over the country, and now they are
moving into pills. They are moving
into pills, counterfeit pills, and we
have no idea—they are made by some
dude down in a garage.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, some dude is
cooking it in Mexico, they are shoving
this stuff up from Mexico. There is a
guy cooking the Xanax in the same
place they have the fentanyl, and peo-
ple are now getting those pills in the
United States, they are dying, and we
are just sitting here.

I have got the same Interstate 10
going right through San Antonio, the
same Interstate 10 going through
Boerne where we just stopped a car
with nine immigrants in it, two bound
up in the trunk. The car was being
driven by a cartel employee, an Amer-
ican citizen, taking them to a stash
house. That is the story of your cur-
rent open border, Mr. Speaker. And,
again, my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle are completely MIA.

Mr. BIGGS. Just on that, I have got
to comment on this because when the
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gentleman said he had an American
citizen, the driver, as an employee of
the cartel, we see that all up and down
the border, and they want to get youth
to do it as well because they are not
going to be prosecuted.

Mr. ROY. They are recruiting.

Mr. BIGGS. They are recruiting
youth because they are not going to be
prosecuted as adults. They are going to
get off easier.

Mr. ROY. I wonder if the gentleman
might indulge, I had planned a couple
of things that were border related, but
I also have another topic that he might
be interested in. I want to set the stage
for something I hope is viewed posi-
tively because I believe right now what
we are seeing is as Sam Adams put it:

You don’t need a majority, but you need
tireless minorities being willing to set
brushfires of freedom.

What we are seeing across the coun-
try are people willing to set brushfires
of freedom.

A couple of different issues. Right
now we have a President of the United
States who has set forth an unconstitu-
tional, unlawful, illegal, and tyrannical
vaccine mandate that companies have
to bow down to the altar of this White
House and do what he says. And I say:
No, they don’t; and the Governor of
Texas says: No, you don’t.

Guess what, Mr. Speaker? Southwest
Airlines decided to play footsie with
this tyrannical order, and the pilots
said, no; the employees of Southwest
said, no; a lot of their customers said
no; and people like me and others
called them to task.

Guess what Southwest
Speaker?

They backed off a bit. They have now
said: We are not going to fire people;
we will give them unpaid leave.

I said to Southwest: That is not good
enough. You need to let them work.
You need to let them carry out their
livelihoods. But God bless us, that is a
move in the right direction.

Delta Airlines said: Well, we are not
necessarily going to do that mandate.

We have got In-N-Out Burger saying:
Do you know what, Mr. President? We
are not going to do that.

God bless these corporate entities
that are saying: No. No. No. We are not
going to bow down to whatever the
President says because he doesn’t have
the power. He is not a king. You can’t
say that we are going to get vaccinated
when we believe there is natural immu-
nity or we believe there might be a
myocardial issue for our kids, when we
believe it is in our best interest to de-
cide what we are going to do for our
families. Under no circumstances are
we going to bow down to what a dic-
tator in the White House is trying to
tell us to do, and I wonder if my friend
from Arizona agrees.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I agree 100
percent. We have other places where
the employees are fighting back. You
have got the Chicago police union. God
bless them.

Mr. ROY. Amen.

did, Mr.
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Mr. BIGGS. Guess what is happening,
Mr. Speaker?

The mayor there is trying to put
pressure on them.

Guess what, Mr. Speaker? Indiana
cities are offering jobs to those Chi-
cago police officers. If they come here,
we are not going to mandate that.

Mr. ROY. Yes. We need some cops in
Austin, Texas, to fill the holes when
those liberals in Austin decided to get
rid of the cops. We need some more.
Come on down.

Mr. BIGGS. That is what you are see-
ing, Mr. Speaker. I just got a tweet
just 20 minutes ago, 30 minutes ago. We
are seeing one of our big companies,
one of my big defense contractors in
Arizona had an employee walkout
today. They don’t want this.

Do you know what, Mr. Speaker? If
you want a vaccine, go ahead and get
the vaccine.

Mr. ROY. Amen.

Mr. BIGGS. But doggone it, it should
not be mandated by a tyrannical gov-
ernment. And this is the tip of the
spear on a fascist-style government, in
my opinion.

Mr. ROY. We have a few others: Gen-
eral Electric employees in Greenville,
South Carolina, walked out over the
vaccine mandate. A New York hospital
will stop delivering babies as workers
quit over a vaccine mandate. Nearly
1,900 Washington State employees quit
or were fired over the vaccine mandate
because they said no. And a trooper
tells Governor Inslee to kiss his—fill in
the blank—in his final signoff before a
vaccine mandate, and they put their
boots out on the steps in protest. Se-
attle first responders fired for vaccine
noncompliance march on city hall to
turn in their boots. Parents in Cali-
fornia protest student COVID-19 vac-
cine mandate, keep kids home. A vac-
cine opponent protest outside a hos-
pital following shot requirement for
employees. And a Wyoming teenager—
God bless that Wyoming teenager—was
arrested after refusing to wear a mask
on school grounds.

That is the America I know. That is
the America that doesn’t bow down to
the tyranny of a federal government
that has no constitutional power to
tell them what to do and tell them how
to live their lives. That is the America
that is going to preserve a republic for
our kids and grandkids worth passing
down to them.

Mr. BIGGS. Amen. People say, look-
ing around, they get so depressed and
frustrated when they see the horrible
and horrific impacts of the policies
coming out of this administration, not
the least of which is the curtailing of
their freedoms.

Mr. ROY. Amen.

Mr. BIGGS. The gentleman from
Texas talks and reminds us of all of
this, and we are seeing it. Like my
friend, I keep a folder in my computer
of story after story of people fighting
back saying: No. We are not going to
kowtow; we are not going to bow down
to this tyranny.
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It gives me hope, and it gives us the
optimism to carry on and keep up the
fight because this country was born on
freedom, and it is going to continue.
We will see a comeback of freedom.

Like Ronald Reagan said, it may not
be in your genes, but you have to fight
it. For every generation it is a new
fight to keep freedom, and this is our
fight today.

Mr. ROY. Amen. We have got front-
line doctors who are out there making
sure that people can get access to
ivermectin. We have got people who
are working around all the barriers of
these pharmaceutical companies that
are saying: No, you can’t get this stuff.

Americans want to take care of their
loved ones despite a government saying
they can’t get the treatments that save
lives.

I had a woman today break down in
tears. She came up to me, and I hugged
her. She was crying because her 52-year
marriage to her husband—he passed
away in August. He was fighting
COVID, and he was beating COVID, but
he couldn’t get ivermectin. They
couldn’t get to it. They were denied ac-
cess to it, and they couldn’t get
monoclonal antibody treatment. She
said to me: If I had been able to get
him to Florida, I would have saved his
life, and I would still have my husband.

Now, I don’t know the facts of that,
but I hear that from thousands of
Americans all the time. They are being
denied the ability to get treatment and
being denied the ability to get care be-
cause we have got a top-down dictator-
ship coming out of Washington trying
to coerce and tell the American people
what their healthcare should look like.

But it is not just healthcare. It is
critical race theory. It is all of the gar-
bage being taught in our schools about
wokeness and telling people that we
should be racist because that is what
critical race theory is. It is racism, and
it is nothing other than that. We have
got American people, parents, going
into school boards and saying: Enough.
We are not having it anymore.

We have got Texas Carroll Inde-
pendent School District; parents in
Southlake recently fought back and
won; Fort Worth Independent School
District; Colleyville, Texas; New York,
Clarkstown School Board; Georgia, At-
lanta where parents are coming in, and
they are saying enough. We believe in
America, and we believe in the content
of one’s character and not the color of
their skin. We don’t want to listen to
this garbage dividing us further by
race.

Mr. BIGGS. One of the only good
things about the COVID outbreak was
that parents got to see what the kids
were learning for a change, and when
they saw it, they said: This is not what
I want my kid to learn. And they start-
ed standing up.

Do you know what, Mr. Speaker? It is
working.

But do you know what is happening?

Right now, we have got an Attorney
General who has basically said: We are
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going to stop those protests, we are
going to stop that communication that
is First Amendment messaging that
you give as parents to the school
boards.

That is not the American way. That
is the tyranny, and that is the fascism
we are fighting about. That is what you
and I were fighting with the Attorney
General today about. And doggone it,
we have got to stand up, and those par-
ents need to be able to stand up, ex-
press themselves, and express their
protest.

Mr. ROY. I always notice that my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
snicker when we say things about crit-
ical race theory. They laugh at it. But
they never want to debate the actual
substance of the garbage being taught.
They never want to actually look at
the curriculum, look at the books, and
look at what is being taught.

The Virginia Department of HREdu-
cation administered a training to
teachers that included a presentation
instructing them to embrace critical
race theory and engage in race con-
scious teaching and learning in order
to—this is a quote—reengineer atti-
tudes and belief systems.

O 1830

That is what it is about. Its roots are
in Marxist ideology, and we know it. It
is clear. It is evident, and we see it in
Loudoun County right now where we
see what is unfolding in Loudoun Coun-
ty, which is all about critical race the-
ory, parents getting angry, and then a
school board stepping right over the
rights of a dad to be able to go down
and protest to the school board because
his daughter was raped in a bathroom
by a dude wearing a skirt. And they
want to then go down and say, oh, well,
we are just going to say this is domes-
tic terrorism.

And what happens? The Attorney
General of the United States gives the
FBI the power to go after parents be-
cause parents are protesting against
this stuff because they know the power
is in the people. We the people.

And you know what? The American
people are on to this stuff, and the
American people are going to stop it
because that is the way we do things in
this country.

Mr. BIGGS. That is where it is. That
is where the fire is starting, right there
at the level of the people.

And if we are going to save this coun-
try—I tell people all the time—it is
going to come from the grassroots. It is
going to come from the people. It is
going to take off into the local juris-
dictions in the States.

If you think that you are going to
save this Nation with the TUnited
States Congress, you are sadly mis-
taken. It is the States. It is the indi-
viduals. It is the families. It is the peo-
ple who love this country, and they are
going to keep fighting us back. I am
with you 100 percent on that.

Mr. ROY. Well, I thank the gen-
tleman from Arizona for his comments.
I believe my time is winding down.
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Mr. Speaker, how much time do I
have remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 1 minute re-
maining.

Mr. ROY. Well, I appreciate the
Speaker for his indulgence. I appre-
ciate my friend from Arizona.

I would just point out that what we
learned today was highly troubling.
What we saw with the Attorney Gen-
eral, what we learned today when we
saw that the White House was
colluding—we saw this in evidence in
emails—colluding with the National
Association of School Boards to in-
clude language in the memoranda that
then got the Attorney General to go
target parents with the FBI. We saw
that. It was evidence. The AG admitted
today in our committee, he said, be-
cause of that memo, I created this ef-
fort by the FBI. We saw that. It is hap-
pening. The American people are onto
it.

The American people, if you are lis-
tening to me, you stand strong. You
say no. Say no to vaccine mandates,
say no to mask mandates, say no to all
the nonsense coming out of this crit-
ical race theory garbage. Stand up for
your Kkids. Go to school boards, turn
over the school boards, and fight for
freedom.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———
HOUSING IS CENTER OF ECONOMIC
STABILITY AND PROSPERITY
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2021, the Chair recognizes the

gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATERS) for 30 minutes.
GENERAL LEAVE
Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on my Special Order, and to in-
sert extraneous material thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, last
month, the House Financial Services
Committee Democrats unanimously
passed the housing title of the Build
Back Better Act to provide $327 billion
in critical investments mneeded to
affordably house America and invest in
neighborhoods across the country.

With the inclusion of my commit-
tee’s housing title, the Build Back Bet-
ter Act will create over 3 million af-
fordable and accessible homes. It will
fully address the needed repairs in pub-
lic housing so residents can safely live
in their homes with dignity.

It will help an estimated 750,000
households afford their rent or exit
homelessness through expanded hous-
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ing choice vouchers. It will address the
racial wealth gap by helping first-gen-
eration home buyers access homeown-
ership. These investments will help the
schoolteacher experiencing homeless-
ness; the children exposed to lead and
other harmful toxins in their homes;
the elderly neighbor who can’t afford
their prescription medications on a
fixed income because the rent and
mortgage is too high; the millennial
who cannot rely on the bank of mom
and dad for a downpayment to pur-
chase their first home; and the millions
of families that hang in the balance of
imminent eviction or foreclosure due
to the pandemic.

Just today, my committee heard
from several witnesses on the impor-
tance of the housing choice voucher
program and how transformational it
can be for a family to receive this as-
sistance. Harvard Professor Raj Chetty
testified about his research showing
that children whose families received a
housing choice voucher to move to low-
poverty mneighborhoods later in life
earned 30 percent more than children
who remained in high-poverty neigh-
borhoods. Another witness testified
about how the voucher program helps
his clients escape homelessness and
achieve housing stability.

Housing is at the center of every
household’s economic stability and our
Nation’s prosperity. Without these in-
vestments in resilient, healthy, acces-
sible, and fair housing, the Build Back
Better Act will not improve the lives of
families across the country, as we have
promised it will.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to try, in
the best way that I possibly can, to de-
scribe what is happening in the Con-
gress of the United States of America.
This build back mission, this act, is the
vision of the President of the United
States of America. President Biden has
taken the leadership for job creation.
He has taken the leadership to deal
with some of the equity issues in this
country. He has taken the leadership
to do everything that can be done to
ensure that we invest in the human po-
tential of the citizens of this country.

He is doing everything that he can to
deal with the pandemic, and he is un-
earthing and revealing the softness in
our economy, in our society, prior to
that pandemic, and this is difficult
work. This is not easy.

Of course, eventually, we had to deal
with the fact that we have some who
were resisting the mission of the Presi-
dent to build back better.

At one point in time, I know there
was some talk about a $600 trillion bill.
And, of course, we have heard most
about a $327 trillion bill. So at this
point in time, we don’t have the co-
operation in order to realize the Presi-
dent’s mission and vision about what it
takes in order to support the citizens
of this country in a way that will help
to change their lives.

However, this is transformative. This
is the kind of legislation that the
President of the United States has de-
veloped and worked with because he
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